GRAMMAR STRATEGIES
Elpluﬂu
The word 1, the first word of a sentence, and often the first word of each line of poetry.
«  All important words in the titles of books, poems, stories, and songs
« Al proper nouns and proper adjectives (a proper adjective is an adjective that is made from 2 proper
noun; for example, Canadian)

. F:mu!yrauumdnpswhmund as names (1 will ask Dad.” BUT 1 will ask my dad ")

« A person's title when it comes before a name (Doctor Biddiscombe) g

s The first letter in titles, daye and months, and parts of addresses, or their abbreviations (Ma.; Mon.;
Sept.; Blvd)
All letters in the abbreviations of provinces (MNF, ON, AB)
The first word of the salutation and closing of a letter (Dear sir; Yours truly)
All geographic place names (Vancouver, Charlottetown; the Rockies; Lake Ontario),
Directions ONLY when used to designate a specific region or when part of & place name (the North;
the West Coast; South Asia), Otherwise, directions are lower-case (We drove cast)

Cruotation Marks
When you are punctuating a conversation involving two or more people, there are five rules to kesp in mind:
1. Start a new paragraph every time the speaker changes.,
2. When & direct quotation is made up of several sentences, put one quotation mark at the beginning
of the first sentence and the other end of the last sentence.
1. Place periods and commas inside quotation marks,
4. Place colons and semicolons outside quotation marks.
5. Place the question mark inside the quotation marks if the quotation is & question. Place the
question mark outside the quotation marks if the quotation is not a question but the whole
senience is.

Fused Sentences and Comma Splices
A fused ssntence occurs when two or more main sentences are joined without a coordinatmg conjunction
{and, but, yet, so, or, for) and without punctuation.

The gomma splice occurs when two or more main senlences are joined with & comma but without a
coordinaling conjuncion.

Cmdn-thm rlm mrl

{Fused) Jack left for work early he arrived late.
{comma splice) Jack left for work carly, he armived late,

Both of these errors can be corrected in one of five ways.
1. LUse a comma and a coardinating comjuction
Jack left for work early, but he amived late.

2. Use a semicolon.
Jack left for work early; he armived late.
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Use a semicolon and a conjunctive adverd, rransitional word, or phrase (consequently, however,
instead, meanwhile, nonetheless, therefore, eic,)
Jack left for work early; however, he arrived late.

4. Change one of the semtences 1o a subordinate sentence by beginning it with a subordinator (while,
becouse, unless, although, i} since, as, when, until).
Although Jack left for work eariy, he arrived late,

5. Puncruate the semtences as fwo separate Senlences,
Tnck left for work early. He arrived late.

Sentence Combining

Assume that you have four facts to communicate:
1. Moby Dick was written by Herman Melville,
2. Moby Dick is a famous novel.
3. Moby Dick is about a whale.
4. The whale is white.

You could combine all these facts into a single sentence;
Maoby Dick was written by Herman Melville, and Moby Dick is a famous novel,
and Maby Dick is about a whale, and the whale is white.

Although this sentence is grammatically correct, it is repetitious and sounds foolish.

A much more effective approach is to choose the sentence that expresses the fact or idea you think is most
important and to use that as your base sentence. Then you can embed the other facts or ideas into it as
adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases.

Thus, your final sentence may read:
Moby Dick by Herman Melville is & famous novel about a white whale.

Concluding Sentences

Omce you have written your topic sentence and supporting sentences, you will need to complete your
paragraph with a conclusion. A concluding sentence should not be & mere repetition or restatement of the
topic sentence. It can express your feelings, judgement, or opinion about at topic. 1f you have presented a
problem in your paragraph, your conclusion may suggest some action that might be taken to solve it.

Example; People using hiking trails are often thoughtless. They leave paper trash and soft drink cans. They
pick flowers, only to toss them away when they fade. They carve their initials into trailside trees. These are
the thoughtless things people do on hiking trails.

This conclusion is simply a repetition of the topic sentence.
A better conclusion for this paragraph might express a personal opinion about the topic;

It is always disgusting to see the results of carelessness or vandalism on the trails.
Another good conclusion might suggest a way to change the situation:

When people are hiking, they can help by picking up trash and following park rules.
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Test Your Literacy Skills!

Trying the OSSLT yourself is the best way to see the literacy skills students are expected to acquire according
to The Ontario Curriculum.

Below is a sample of multiple-choice questions from the 2009 OSSLT. The OSSLT also includes long and short

writing tasks. To view some examples as well as sample student responses at different skill levels, go to
WWW,eqao.com.

Choose the best opening sentence for the following Which sentence does NOT belong in the paragraph?

paragraph. g

{1) Extracurricular activities can be an important part of

.In 1999, school life. (2) Joining clubs can help students make

at least six billion people lived on earth, and predictions friends and develop their skills and interests. (3) Good
indicate that another billion will be born by 2020. sportsmanship can be developed on school teams.
Scientists estimate that the world's population will (4) Learning skills are usually emphasized in school
increase to nine billion by 2054 and ten billion by the end courses. (5) Students who participate in extracurricular
of the 21st century. Humans need to find a way to sustain activities enjoy many benefits.
a booming population and continue to provide everyone
with the necessary resources. O A. Sentence 2

O B. Sentence 3
2 A. Population growth is an increasing concem. O C. Sentence 4
2 B. People predict the world's population growth. e
o C. There are enough resources on earth for everyone.
2 D. Scientists believe that too many people live B In which sentence of the following paragraph does the

on earth. verb need to change to make the sentence correct?
{1) Darren went to the store and bought a loaf of bread.

B Caion K Seiicicn Sk COrTRCH WIS ISt (2) On his way home, he runs into his best friend. (3) He

o A. There's land here. forgot he had to take the bread home. (4) Instead, he
’ ; : played games with his friend until dinnertime. (5) When
{ . Th here.
S R TRE NA e he finally got home, his mother was very annoyed with
O €. There is land here. him.
O D. They're landing here.
O A, Sentence 1
Choose the sentence that is written correctly. O B. Sentence 2
O C. Sentence 3
2 A. The mayor of Vancouver declared, The 2010 Winter o D ESantences

Olympics will attract thousands of tourists.
O B. The mayor of Vancouver, declared “that the 2010
Winter Olympics would attract thousands of tourists.”
2 C. The mayor of Vancouver declared that “the 2010
Winter Olympics,” would attract thousands of tourists.
o D. The mayor of Vancouver declared, “The 2010 Winter
Olympics will attract thousands of tourists.”






